
Houston: Press Release – SAINT JULIAN PRESS proudly presents a new collection of poems by Thomas 
Simmons, which is now available through fine book distributors and retailers. 
 
Praise for NOW       
 

“The abundance of Tom Simmons’ imagination is matched by 
his tireless intellectual curiosity. A copious, ardent, richly 
musical book of poetry.”  

Robert Pinsky 
 
“Thomas Simmons is a poet of astonishing lines that stun the 
page with informed candor. He has many voices and forms, all 
consistent with a learned poet who looks and photos world 
events and passion historically in ancient, modern, and 
experimental passages. He gazes at eternal heavens fallen yet 
strolling on earth. I expect many new word constellations will 
be carrying his signature. His pen is as sharp as his eye.”  

 
Willis Barnstone 

Poets of the Bible: from Solomon to John of Revelation 
Fred Cody Lifetime Achievement Award 

 
“Thomas Simmons possesses an uncanny ability to weave 
together in his poems elements of the past, present, and future, 
refracted through details that are at once quotidian and eternal. 
Now offers compelling testimony about a complicated moment 
in history, in the form of one man's searing indictment of the 
mistakes, his own and others’, that have defined his singular 
time on earth. This book will endure.”  

Christopher Merrill 
Self-Portrait with Dogwood 

 
“There are two ways to transmute personal suffering: one is through spiritual practice; the other is through art. 
Tom Simmons wholeheartedly chooses the latter route. In this long-awaited new collection, he dives down the 
rabbit hole of a life to wrest from it the brilliant shards of universal longing. Bright, subtle, experimental, and 
still yearning for that unifying wholeness, he has emerged as one of our quintessential postmodern 
troubadours.” 

Cynthia Bourgeault – The Wisdom Way of Knowing  
The Heart of Centering Prayer – Love Is Stronger than Death  

 
Thomas Simmons served as an associate professor for the Program in Writing and Humanistic Studies at 
MIT, and for over two decades in the Department of English at the University of Iowa. He was a doctoral 
student in English at the University of California, Berkeley, a Wallace Stegner Fellow in Creative Writing at 
Stanford, and a Stanford University undergraduate. He is the author of seven previous books; one, The Unseen 
Shore: Memories of a Christi- an Science Childhood, Beacon Press, 1991, which may have caused some offense in 
Boston. He presently resides in either Grinnell, Iowa, or on a boat on Lake Michigan out of Chicago.  
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